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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

These estimates of the indigenous population are ’experimental’ in that the standard approach to population estimation
is not possible because satisfactory data on births, deaths and internal migration are not generally available. As a re-
sult a method based on the use of life tables is used. The estimates are also affected by changes in the propensity of
people to identify as being of indigenous origin.

The estimated resident Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population at 30 June 1991 was 283,000, an increase of
32,200 since 30 June 1986. The average annual growth rate of the indigenous population of Australia for the period
1986 10 1991 was 2.4 per cent, higher than the rate for the total population of 1.5 per cent.

The 30 June 1991 estimate of the indigenous population represents 1.6 per cent of the total population (17,284,000),
an increase of 0.1 percentage points since 1986,

New South Wales had the largest indigenous population at 30 June 1991, with 75,000, or 26.5 per cent of the total in-
digenous population, followed by Queensland with 26.2 per cent.

The indigenous population of the Northem Territory comprised 26.1 per cent (43,300) of the total Northern Territory
population at 30 June 1991. This is the highest proportion of any State/Temritory. The lowest was 0.4 per cent
(17,900) for Victoria.

The Northem Territory had the lowest average annual growth rate (2.1 per cent).

ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION, 30 JUNE 1991
AND AVERAGE ANNUAL RATE OF GROWTH OF THE INDIGENOUS
AND THE TOTAL POPULATIONS, 1956-1991

Rate of growth

Indigenows % of % of indigenous Total

population indigenous total population population
StateTerritory {000 population population {per cent) (per cent)}
New South Wales 75.0 265 1.3 25 1.3
Vicloria 179 63 04 2.5 1.2
(Queensland 742 262 25 24 24
South Australia 17.2 &.1 1.2 2.4 0.9
Wesiemn Australia 44.1 15.6 27 24 2.3
Tasmania 95 33 20 2.8 09
Northern Territory 433 153 26.1 2.1 1.4
Aunstralian Capital Territory 1.6 0.6 0.6 1.1 22
Australia {a} 283.0 100.0 16 24 1.5

(a) Includes Jervis Bay Termtory.



A male predominant indigenous population

The ratio of males to females in the indigenous population at 30 June 1991 was 101.5 (101.5 males to 100 females)
compared to the total populaton ratio of 99.4. For most States/Territories the sex ratios of the indigenous population
were higher than for the total population. The scx ratio of the indigenous population ranged from 104.7 in Tasmania
to 99.3 in the Australian Capital Territory.

FIGURE 1. SEX RATIOS OF THE INDIGENOUS
AND TOTAL POPULATIONS, 30 JUNE 1991
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A young indigenous population

At 30 June 1991, Australia’s indigencus population had a median age of 20.0 years, about 12 years younger than for
the total population. The median age of the indigenous population ranged from 18.8 years in Tasmania {0 20.8 years
in Victoria.

The median age of the indigenous population increased by 1.1 years in the five years o 30 June 1991, For the total
population this increase was 1.3 years.

The median age of indigenous males at 30 June 1991 was 19.6 years and for indigenons females 20.4 years. The me-
dian age for males was about one year higher than for females for all States and Termiieries except Tasmania where
the median age for males was about the same as for females.

FIGURE 2. MEDIAN AGES OF THE INDIGENOUS AND
TOTAL POPULATIONS, PERSONS, 30 JUNE 1991
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The age structure of the indigenous population differed greatly from that of the (otal Australian population. For all
five year age groups below 30 years the percentages of the indigenous population are higher than for the total popula-
tion, For five year age groups above 30 years they are lower. This reflects the high montality and high fertility for
the indigenous population.

The proportion of the indigenous population under 15 years of age was 39.1 per cent compared with 21.9 per cent for
the total population. Persons aged 65 and over comprise 2.5 per cent of the indigenous population and 11.3 per cent
of the total populations.

The age structure of the male indigenous population is similar to that of the female indigenous population.

FIGURE 3. ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION, AUSTRALIA, 30 JUNE 1991
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TABLE L. ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION
BRY SEX AND AGE, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 30 JUNE 1986

Age
()fear 5) NSW Vie. ot 54 WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.fa)
MALES
0-4 5,002 1,116 4,933 1,190 2987 647 2,955 113 18,951
59 4,285 942 4552 945 2,584 628 2,545 85 16,583
10-14 4254 oR4 4,363 925 2471 585 2474 100 16,169
15-19 4,081 968 4,113 961 2,423 478 2,546 82 15,662
2024 3,563 862 3,406 847 2,116 381 2,084 34 13,360
25-29 2,956 745 2,758 725 1,642 388 1,701 69 10,995
30-34 2,346 598 2,316 527 1,333 280 1,307 61 8775
35-39 1910 491 1,782 382 966 261 941 44 6,780
40-44 1,414 349 1,274 ilé 743 182 777 22 5,080
45-49 1,123 222 960 250 609 126 644 11 3,951
50-54 847 154 847 180 526 109 510 5 3,180
55-59 590 151 671 152 445 61 390 4 2464
60-64 a24 124 5§21 110 208 49 297 3 1,826
635-69 285 60 357 89 228 27 185 ] 1,242
70-74 169 40 228 47 158 10 G4 0 746
75 and over 161 94 232 29 229 27 155 1 929
All ages 13410 7,909 33343 7675 19,758 4239 19,615 685 126,693
FEMALELES
0-4 4,669 1,066 4,687 1,136 2,865 628 2923 108 18,090
59 4,075 912 4,187 a04 2,503 613 2350 101 15,657
10-14 4,067 944 4,175 889 2270 562 2322 76 15,313
15-19 3,929 924 3,967 G15 2,338 461 2,459 90 15,090
20-24 3,440 820 3,297 808 2,046 372 2.029 90 12,909
25.29 2,887 721 2,702 719 1616 374 1,668 75 10,770
30-34 2,337 591 2,321 336 1,348 280 1,344 53 8,815
3539 1,920 498 1,776 434 998 219 1,033 50 6,933
40-44 1,367 333 1,313 322 709 144 770 28 4,9¢1
45-49 1,102 252 1,064 271 587 101 605 S 3,9G5
50-54 850 201 883 194 510 77 554 5 3,276
55-59 681 183 764 154 434 55 434 2 2,707
60-64 457 124 568 i10 324 51 307 3 1,945
65-60 319 90 3386 99 232 26 209 1 1,364
70-74 217 84 255 60 147 20 89 [4] 872
75 and over 314 114 275 98 316 22 170 9 1318
All ages 32631 7,857 32,620 7.649 19,243 4,005 19270 699 124,045
: PERSONS

0-4 9,671 2,182 9,620 2,326 5,852 1,275 5,878 221 37,041
5-9 8,360 1,854 8,739 1,849 5,087 1,241 4,895 186 32,240
10-14 8321 1,928 8,538 1,814 4,741 1,147 4,796 176 31,482
15-19 8,010 1,892 8,080 1,876 4,761 939 5,005 172 30,752
20-24 7,003 1,682 6,703 1,655 4,162 753 4,123 174 26,269
25-29 5,843 1,466 5,460 1,444 3,258 762 3,369 144 21,765
30-34 4,683 1,189 4,637 1,063 2,681 560 2,651 114 17,590
35.39 3,830 989 3,558 816 1,964 480 1,574 94 13,713
40-44 2,781 682 2,587 638 1,452 326 1,547 50 10,071
45-49 2225 474 2,024 521 1,196 227 1,253 19 7946
50-54 1,697 355 1,730 374 1,036 186 1,064 10 6,456
55-59 1,271 334 1,435 306 879 116 824 6 517
60-64 831 248 1,089 220 622 100 604 6 3,771
65-69 604 159 743 188 460 53 394 2 2,606
70-74 386 124 483 107 305 30 183 0 1,618
75 and over 475 208 507 127 545 49 325 10 2,247
All ages 66,041 15,766 65,933 15,324 39,001 8,244 38,885 1,384 250,738

{a) Includes Jervis Bay Territory.



TABLE 2. ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER FOPULATION

BY SEX AND AGE, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 30 JUNE 1987

Age
()iars) NSW Vic. Oid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.{a)
MALES
0-4 5,110 1,160 4,691 1,213 3,084 643 3,027 121 19,358
59 4,397 959 4,601 972 2,658 640 2,642 86 16,570
10-14 4,184 956 41352 17 2,442 597 2,389 95 15,939
15-19 4,204 %97 4,240 974 2,459 513 2623 88 16,114
20-24 3.638 876 3,512 863 2,203 384 2,146 87 13,715
25.29 3,078 763 2,890 757 1,718 394 1,796 69 11,478
30-34 2,420 622 2,357 560 1,368 296 1.354 &3 9,046
3539 1,986 518 1,882 392 1,018 260 1,003 47 7,100
40-44 1,480 361 1,340 315 749 200 771 25 5246
4549 1,149 243 984 274 639 125 686 15 4,120
50-54 833 159 840 174 516 110 454 5 3,184
55-39 619 145 668 165 446 74 413 5 2,535
60-64 431 129 544 102 311 48 257 2 1,864
65-60 298 77 355 94 238 32 198 2 1,295
70-14 i7l 36 232 51 153 10 91 0 744
75 and aver 168 %) 240 32 230 26 153 1 941
All ages 342164 8091 34,028 7,855 20232 4,352 20,083 71 120658
FEMALES
0-4 4,825 1111 4,761 1,158 2,951 618 2984 107 18,521
58 4151 922 4230 028 2,565 632 2,442 105 16,004
10-14 3,999 923 4,127 882 2271 563 2234 T 15,086
15-19 4 048 954 4,089 930 2,353 495 2,53 89 15,502
20-24 3,513 835 3,398 824 2,129 373 2,079 20 13,248
25-29 3,008 739 2,833 748 1,690 381 1,763 77 11,245
3034 2,412 617 2,365 563 1,383 296 1,37G 59 9,071
3539 2,006 526 1,891 4350 1,068 234 1,114 St 7,345
40-44 1,454 356 1,362 335 733 156 798 33 5,231
45.49 1,135 264 1,095 285 610 106 634 i1 4,143
50-54 876 198 S06 196 501 84 542 5 3,310
55-59 704 192 765 162 460 55 463 3 2,804
60-64 485 122 595 105 324 52 315 3 2,002
65-69 332 91 401 105 248 a3 234 1 1,447
70-74 218 85 263 60 144 20 87- 4] 877
75 and over 321 118 289 99 314 24 170 8 1,343
All ages 33487 8,053 33,390 7,830 19,744 4,122 19,763 719 127 879
PERSONS

0-4 9935 2,271 9,752 2371 6,035 1,261 6,011 228 37,879
56 8,548 1,881 8,851 1,900 5,223 1272 5,084 191 32,974
10-14 8,183 1,879 8,479 1,799 4,713 1,160 4,623 172 31,025
15-19 8,252 1,951 8,329 1,604 4,812 1,008 5,157 177 31,616
20-24 7.151 1,71t 6,910 1,687 4332 757 4,225 177 26,963
2529 6,086 1,502 5,723 1,505 3,408 715 3559 146 22,723
30-34 4832 1,239 4,722 1,123 2,751 592 2,724 122 18,117
35.39 3,992 1,044 3,773 842 2,086 494 2,117 98 14 454
40-44 2,934 M7 2,702 650 1,482 356 1,563 58 10,477
45-49 2284 507 2,079 559 1,249 231 1,320 26 8,263
50-54 1,759 357 1,746 370 1,017 194 1,036 10 6,494
55-59 1,323 337 1,433 327 906 129 876 8 5339
60-64 916 251 1,139 207 635 100 612 5 3,866
65-69 630 168 756 199 486 65 432 3 2,742
70-714 389 12t 495 111 297 30 178 0 1,621
75 and over 489 208 529 131 544 50 323 9 2284
All ages 67,703 16,144 67,418 15,685 39,978 8,474 39,846 1,430 256,837

{a) Includes Jervis Bay Terriory.



TABLE 3. ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION

BY SEX AND AGE, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 30 JUNE 1988

}i‘iim) NSW Vie. id SA Wa Tas. NT ACT Aust.fa)
MALES
04 5,257 1,222 5073 1,240 3207 648 3,136 124 19,913
59 4516 975 4,644 1,010 2,732 647 2,708 92 17,341
10-14 4,157 946 4,359 926 2447 607 2,387 89 15,825
15-19 4292 1,006 4353 963 2,466 534 2,624 g4 16,349
20-24 3,711 897 3,623 892 2287 393 22 87 14,116
25-29 3,184 763 3,022 777 1,789 393 1,360 ! 11,893
N34 2,506 654 2,409 391 1413 325 1,425 65 9354
15.39 2050 531 1,957 413 1,085 268 1063 S0 7421
40-44 1,574 383 1,419 321 767 209 779 30 5,487
45-49 1,175 262 1,021 288 456 134 T 17 4,266
50-54 907 168 835 178 516 109 497 6 3,219
55-59 631 139 632 173 445 g2 429 5 2,610
60-64 450 131 548 96 321 47 289 2 1,884
65-69 300 81 352 96 237 36 204 3 1,310
70-74 175 37 237 53 143 10 89 0 744
75 and over 174 86 246 34 229 25 150 1 946
All ages 35,084 8,301 34,780 8051 20.744 4467 20,567 736 132,818
FEMALES
0-4 5,024 1,159 4 856 1,183 3,062 620 3010 109 15,028
59 4242 939 4,309 964 2,594 632 2,551 105 16,348
10-14 3,972 900 4,119 839 2,334 575 2,215 32 15,105
15-19 4,132 965 4,195 923 2330 515 2,535 85 15,689
20-24 3,585 855 3,505 853 2210 38t 2,149 89 13,634
2529 3114 760 2,063 767 1760 384 1830 80 11,665
30.34 2,500 851 2,418 601 1.430 321 1432 66 9.426
35-39 2,078 538 1,996 462 1,131 243 1,176 51 7,680
40-44 1,571 392 1,431 351 788 171 834 37 5579
45.49 1,160 271 1,118 293 618 114 658 15 4,251
50-54 910 200 936 204 513 o0 538 5 3398
55-59 n7 192 763 162 470 59 482 4 2,849
60-64 517 127 619 108 325 54 324 3 2078
65-69 3492 93 414 103 254 38 239 1 1,486
T0-74 220 82 266 62 141 20 90 0 881
75 and over 326 121 301 99 309 25 168 7 1,356
Alt ages 34410 8,254 34,209 8,025 20,269 4,242 20,2312 739 130453
PERSONS
(-4 10,281 2,381 9,924 2,423 6,269 1,268 6,146 233 38941
59 8,758 1,914 8,953 1,974 5,326 1,279 5,259 197 33,680
10-14 8,129 1,855 8,478 1,815 4,781 1,182 4602 171 31,030
15-19 8,424 1,971 8,548 1,886 4,796 1,049 5,159 179 32038
20-24 7.296 1,752 7,128 1,746 4497 774 4,369 176 27,750
25-29 6,300 1,543 5,985 1,544 3,549 717 3,690 151 23,558
30-34 5,006 1,305 4,827 1,192 2,843 646 2,857 131 18,820
35-39 4,128 1,069 3,953 875 2,216 511 2,239 01 15,101
40-44 3,145 TI5 2,850 672 1,355 380 1,613 &7 11,066
45-49 2,335 333 2,139 581 1274 248 1,365 32 8,517
50-54 1,817 368 1,771 382 1,029 199 1,035 11 6,617
55-59 1,368 331 1,445 335 918 141 S11 9 5,459
60-64 967 258 1,167 204 646 101 613 5 3,962
65-69 642 174 766 199 491 74 443 4 2,796
70-74 395 119 503 115 284 30 179 0 1,625
75 and over 500 207 547 133 538 50 318 8 2,302
All ages 69,491 16,555 68,989 16,076 41,013 8,709 40,798 1,475 263,271

{a) Includes Jervis Bay Territory.



TABLE 4. ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABCRIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION

BY SEX AND AGE, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 30 JUNE 198%

Age
(),imj NSW Vie. otd SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.{z)
MAIES
0-4 5,367 1,278 5,164 1,242 3314 660 3,170 121 20,323
5-9 4 669 1,012 4728 1,071 2,800 651 2,794 99 17,849
10-14 4,153 040 4,387 928 2467 608 27397 87 15,957
15-19 47324 1,008 4,413 951 2,480 559 2,601 98 16,448
20124 3,701 913 3,762 914 2337 410 2,298 83 14,516
25.29 3,292 809 3,128 801 1,875 389 1,928 75 12,307
30-34 2,614 679 2,479 623 1,452 350 1,493 68 9767
3539 2,117 543 2,033 438 1,156 272 1,130 53 7,746
40-44 1,65¢ 408 1,500 333 801 219 796 35 57156
45-49 1,209 284 1,067 296 669 146 717 19 4412
50-54 941 175 836 187 508 i1l 508 7 3273
55-59 677 134 699 171 455 86 438 5 2,666
60-64 483 133 549 100 337 48 287 2 1,919
65-60 307 86 352 98 229 41 203 4 1,319
70-74 181 39 236 54 137 11 o4 0 752
75 and over 179 82 250 37 226 24 146 1 946
All ages 35943 8523 35563 8,242 21252 4,585 20,997 757 135956
FEMALES
0-4 5,187 1,197 4,956 1,184 3,136 620 2,992 109 19,385
59 4362 971 4,419 1,022 2,663 634 2.679 106 16.868
10-14 3973 902 4,116 891 2392 586 2228 89 15,187
15-19 4,161 968 4251 912 2311 538 2,497 81 15728
20-24 3,662 873 3,638 8§78 2,258 397 2,224 88 14,025
25.29 3,218 187 3,066 789 1,845 382 1,899 83 12,076
an34 2,607 675 2,487 634 1,470 344 1,495 71 9,791
35-39 2,151 548 2,099 479 1,207 254 1238 50 8,031
40-44 1,680 423 1,513 7 844 185 872 4] 5,933
45-49 1,203 285 1,155 297 637 125 683 21 4410
50-54 942 204 953 215 514 g4 538 5 3,465
555G 732 189 768 164 477 65 497 5 2.897
60-64 550 134 637 111 329 55 330 2 2,149
6559 352 100 432 99 254 43 238 2 1,522
T0-74 225 75 268 65 146 20 103 0 902
75 and over 7 122 310 o8 301 26 165 [ 1,358
All ages 35332 8,453 35,068 8,209 20,784 4,368 20,676 759 133,724
PERSONS

0-4 10,554 2,475 10,120 2,426 6,450 1,280 6,162 230 39,708
59 9,031 1,983 9,147 2093 5472 1285 5473 205 34717
10-14 8,126 1,342 8,483 1,819 4859 1,194 4,625 176 31,144
15-19 8,485 1,976 8,664 1,863 4,791 1.097 5,098 179 32,176
20-24 7,453 1,786 7,406 1,792 4,595 /07 4,522 171 28,541
25-29 6,510 1,566 6,194 1,590 3,720 771 3,827 158 24383
30-34 5,221 1,354 4,966 1,257 2922 694 2,988 139 19,558
35-39 4,268 1,091 4,132 917 2,363 526 2,368 103 15,777
40-44 3,339 831 3013 704 1,645 404 1,668 75 11,689
45-49 2,412 569 2,222 593 1306 271 1,400 40 8,822
50-54 1,883 379 1,789 402 1,022 208 1,041 12 6,738
55-50 1,409 323 1,467 335 932 151 935 10 5,563
6054 1,013 267 1,186 211 666 103 617 4 4068
6569 6592 186 T34 195 483 84 441 6 2,341
TO-74 406 114 504 119 283 31 197 Q 1,654
75 and over 506 204 560 135 527 50 311 ki 2,301
Al ages 71,275 16,976 70,631 16,451 42,036 8,953 41,673 1,516 269,680

{2) Includes Jervis Bay Territory.



TABLE 5. ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION

BY SEX AND AGE, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 30 JUNE 19%

Age
(ygea.rs 3 NSW Vic. Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust fg)
MALES
0-4 5,552 1,340 5324 1,263 3,436 682 3,165 119 20,889
5-G 4817 1,061 4,826 1,130 2,882 649 2,852 106 18,335
10-14 4,198 940 4,438 934 2,515 613 2,463 85 16,199
15-19 4282 96 4,382 934 2,462 574 2,528 101 16,275
20-24 3,906 935 3916 932 2,374 442 2,400 81 15,003
2529 3,380 827 3,217 813 1,963 383 1,973 79 12,648
30-34 2,740 703 2,560 659 1,506 369 1,564 68 10,175
35-39 2,180 552 2,122 473 1,212 273 1,187 58 8,064
40-44 1,735 438 1,586 346 845 230 833 40 6,058
4549 1,257 305 1,112 292 671 158 710 21 4529
50-54 970 184 837 205 519 112 536 8 3376
55-59 706 131 77 165 449 92 435 5 2,701
60-64 474 131 537 108 350 48 261 3 1,943
65-69 317 92 368 94 227 45 210 4 1,357
70-74 190 44 235 58 146 i6 103 0 793
75 and over 182 77 252 40 220 23 140 1 936
All ages 36,886 8,756 36429 8,447 21,777 4,711 24,3090 779 130281
FEMALES
0-4 5359 1,253 5,142 1,204 3,213 628 2945 111 18,861
59 4502 1,015 4,544 1,079 2,736 628 2,807 106 17,428
10-14 4015 905 4,144 895 2,463 602 2,279 %6 15,409
15-19 4,119 957 4,220 897 2,275 552 2,410 79 15,518
20-24 37 898 3,787 899 2,296 427 2331 89 14,504
23-29 3,305 205 3,154 799 1,930 377 1,945 86 12,408
30-34 2,733 659 2,568 676 1,526 364 1,570 74 10,220
35-39 2,217 555 2,196 494 1,267 264 1,281 51 8,329
40-44 1,780 452 1,608 392 906 203 926 45 6,317
45-49 1,246 303 1,201 298 653 133 708 25 4,572
50-54 990 216 969 230 524 o8 543 6 31576
55-59 747 183 T8 165 466 72 499 5 2817
60-64 580 146 648 121 351 55 346 2 2,249
65-69 365 101 446 91 256 47 238 2 1,548
1074 235 7 276 70 157 22 126 1 959
75 and over 325 122 316 96 290 27 161 5 1,342
All agex 36,290 8.6871 35,097 8,406 21309 4499 24,115 783 137,157
PERSONS

04 10,911 2,593 10,466 2,467 6,649 1310 6,110 230 40,750
59 9,319 2,076 9,370 2,209 5618 1277 5,659 212 35,763
10-14 8213 1,845 8,582 1,829 4978 1215 4,742 181 31,608
15-19 8.401 1,853 8,602 1,831 4,137 1.126 4938 1R0 31,793
20-24 7,678 1,833 7,703 1,831 4,670 869 4740 170 29,507
2529 6,685 1,632 6,371 1612 3,893 762 3918 165 25,056
30-34 5473 1,402 5,128 1335 3,032 733 3,134 142 20,395
35-39 4397 1,107 4,318 567 2479 537 2,468 109 16,393
4044 3515 890 3,194 738 1,751 433 1,759 85 12,375
4549 2,503 608 2,313 590 1,324 251 1,418 46 9,101
50-54 1,960 400 1,806 435 1,043 210 1,079 14 6,952
55-59 1,453 314 1,495 330 915 164 934 10 5618
60-64 1,054 277 1,185 230 701 103 637 5 4,192
65-69 682 193 814 185 483 92 448 6 2,905
70-74 425 115 51 128 303 38 229 1 1,752
75 and over s07 199 568 136 510 50 301 6 2278
All ages 73,176 17,437 72,426 16,853 43,086 9,210 42,514 1,562 276,438

{a) Includes Jervis Bay Territory.



TABLE 6. ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION

BY SEX AND AGE, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 30 JUNE 1991

Age
(}i‘, rs) NSW Vie. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust (a)
MALES

0-4 5,705 1,381 5,501 1271 3523 702 3,065 120 21,283

5-9 4977 1,115 4,908 1,186 2,969 647 2,937 113 18,860
10-14 4268 942 4,533 945 2,574 628 2,534 85 16,526
15-19 4,210 984 4,317 924 2,446 585 2,449 100 16,028
20-24 4,024 059 4,054 946 2,389 478 2,514 82 15,456
25-29 3,482 840 3,319 822 2,056 381 2,033 84 13,024
30-34 2,855 720 2,653 700 1,570 178 1,628 69 10,584
3539 2,248 573 2,210 502 1,262 280 1,248 61 8,391
40-44 1,797 466 1,664 357 803 241 876 44 6,341
4549 1,306 324 1,164 291 611 167 T2 22 4,650
50-54 1,009 197 849 225 534 115 566 11 3,514
55-59 739 129 720 155 448 94 430 5 2,720
60-64 490 126 536 127 353 56 307 4 2,001
65-6% 326 99 385 85 228 44 212 3 1,382
7014 202 49 233 64 160 22 118 1 850
75 and over 183 T2 251 43 212 22 133 1 918
All ages 37,821 8,976 37,287 8,643 22,290 4,840 21752 805 142,528

FEMAILES
0-4 5,468 1,307 5,331 1212 3217 631 2,863 117 20,155
59 4,654 1,065 4,668 1,133 2,857 628 2915 108 18,036
10-14 4075 912 4,187 004 2,503 613 2,350 101 15,657
15-1% 4,049 044 4,156 889 2,260 562 2314 76 15258
20-24 3,885 924 3,921 015 2313 461 2434 90 14,950
25-29 3,404 £20 3,253 808 2,021 372 2,004 S0 12,779
30-34 2,849 T4 2,662 709 1,591 374 1,643 5 10,625
35-39 2,287 575 2,266 519 1318 280 1312 53 8,615
4()-44 1,861 475 1,716 409 963 21¢ 994 50 6,692
45-49 1314 320 1,253 300 677 144 729 28 4770
50-54 1,027 231 988 248 537 101 559 8 3,698
55-59 775 179 796 169 457 77 492 5 2,952
60-64 606 158 659 129 375 55 369 2 2,353
65-69 381 99 458 86 257 51 241 3 1577
70-74 244 70 284 74 169 26 147 1 1017
74 and over 320 121 319 94 277 27 155 4 1,317
All ages 37,199 8,914 36,917 8,596 21,792 4,621 21521 81 140,451
PERSONS

04 11,173 2,688 10,832 2,483 6,740 1,333 5928 237 41,438

59 9,631 2,180 9,576 2319 5,826 1,275 5,852 221 36,896
10-14 8343 1,854 8,720 1,849 5077 1,241 4,884 186 32,183
15-19 8259 1,928 8,473 1,813 4,706 1,147 4,763 176 31,286
20-24 7,909 1,883 7,975 1,861 4,702 939 4,948 172 30,406
25-29 6,886 1,660 6,572 1,630 4,077 753 4,037 174 25,803
30-34 5,704 1,434 5,315 1,409 3,161 752 32N 144 21209
35-39 4,535 1,148 4,476 1,021 2,580 560 2,560 114 17,006
40)-44 3,658 941 3,380 766 1,856 460 1,870 94 13,033
45-49 2,620 644 2,417 591 1,348 31 1,431 50 9,420
50-54 2,036 428 1,837 471 1,073 216 1,125 19 7,212
55-59 1,514 308 1,516 324 903 171 922 10 5672
60-64 1,096 284 1,195 256 730 111 676 6 4,354
65-69 To7 198 843 171 4B5 95 453 ) 2,959
T0-74 446 119 517 138 329 48 265 2 1,867
75 and over 5M 193 570 137 489 49 288 5 2,235
AlE ages 75,020 17,890 74,214 17,239 44,082 9,461 43,273 1,616 282,979

(a) Includes Jervis Bay Temitory.
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TABLE 7A. ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER AND TOTAL
POPULATION BY AGE, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 30 JUNE 1986: SEX RATIOS(a)

{4
gﬁ,m) NSW Vic. Qid 5A WA Tas. NT ACT  Aust(b)
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION
0-4 107.1 104.7 105.2 104.8 104.3 103.0 101.1 104.6 104.8
5.9 105.2 103.3 108.7 104.5 103.2 102.4 108.3 842 105.9
10-14 104.6 104.2 1045 104.0 108.9 104.1 106.5 1316 1056
15-19 103.9 104.8 103.7 105.0 103.6 103.7 103.5 91.1 103.8
20-24 103.6 105.1 103.3 104.8 103.4 102.4 103.2 93.3 103.5
2529 102.4 1033 102.1 100.8 1016 1637 102.0 920 102.1
3034 100.4 1012 99.8 98.3 98.9 100.0 972 115.1 95.5
35-39 99.5 98.6 1003 £8.0 96.8 119.2 91.1 88.0 97.8
40-44 103.4 104.8 97.0 98.1 104.8 126.4 1009 %6 101.8
4545 101.9 88.1 902 92.3 103.7 124.8 105.7 1375 98.9
50-54 9.6 76.6 959 92.8 103.1 1416 92.1 100.0 97.1
55-59 86.6 82.5 87.8 98.7 102.5 1109 89.9 200.0 91.0
60-64 90238 100.0 91.7 100.0 92.0 96.1 96.7 100.0 93.9
65-69 89.3 767 925 85.9 98.3 103.8 88.5 100.0 21.1
70-74 19 47.6 89.4 783 107.5 50.0 1656 0.0 85.6
75 and over 51.3 82.5 84.4 29.6 72.5 1227 91.2 1.1 70.5
All ages 1024 007 1021 100.3 1027 1058 1018 98.0 1021
TOTAL POPULATION

0-4 1049 104.4 1063 105.1 105.5 103.5 103.6 103.6 105.0
5-9 104.9 105.1 106.0 105.3 106.2 104.2 109.4 101.6 1053
10-14 104.8 105.1 105.5 106.4 105.0 103.9 108.0 103.3 105.1
15-19 1047 104.2 104.4 105.3 104.9 102.7 106.7 103.8 104.5
20-24 1043 1023 104.1 104.5 104.2 100.2 108.0 1024 103.7
25-29 1022 101.0 103.7 103.0 103.6 100.6 105.4 100.0 102.3
30-34 100.5 99.2 101.8 100.1 100.7 100.9 107.7 95.9 100.3
3539 103.6 100.3 103.0 101.5 105.6 101.7 119.9 100.1 102.7
40-44 105.5 103.6 105.7 102.3 109.5 103.6 130.0 102.7 105.2
45-49 105.7 105.0 108.1 101.8 107.4 103.8 1347 105.0 105.9
50-54 104.5 104.0 105.7 103.3 106.2 101.8 136.5 109.1 104.8
55-59 102.9 103.6 103.5 103.3 107.0 104.0 1478 108.2 103.8
60-64 94.6 94.0 98.6 94.9 99.4 95.1 1182 95.9 95.6
65-69 86.5 86.3 909 87.4 88,9 86.6 106.4 86.6 87.5
70-74 78.5 715 83.1 80.3 80.2 80.9 109.6 73.7 79.3
75 and over 55.4 56.1 633 572 627 59.8 833 55.2 S7.7
All ages 994 986 013 99.0 1018 986 1124 1002 99.8

(a) Males per 100 females. (b) Includes Jervis Bay Tesritory.

TARBLE 7B. ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER AND TOTAL
POPULATION BY SEX, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 30 JUNE 1986: MEDIAN AGES{a}

Sex NSW Vic. Old SA WA Tas. NT ACT  Aust.(b)

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION

Males 188 19.7 183 19.0 18.8 17.5 185 17.7 18.6

Females 19.4 20.5 19.0 19.9 192 17.0 19.1 18.6 19.2

Persons 19.1 20.1 18.7 19.4 19.0 17.2 18.8 18.2 18.9
TOTAL POPULATION

Males 310 30.5 20.7 311 - 297 300 262 27.8 304

Females 325 320 30.9 329 305 i 25.2 28.5 317

Persons 317 313 30.3 32.0 30.1 0.5 25.7 28.1 311

{a) The zge at which half the population is alder and half is younger. (b} Includes Jervis Bay Temntory.
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TABLE BA. ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER AND TOTAL
POPULATION BY AGE, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 30 JUNE 1991: SEX RATI0S(z)

Age

fyears) NSW Vic. Old SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.{b)
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRATIT ISLANDER POPULATION
0-4 104.3 1057 103.2 104.9 109.5 111.3 107.1 102.6 105.6
59 106.9 104.7 105.1 104.7 103.9 103.0 100.8 104.6 104.6
10-14 1047 1033 108.3 104.5 102.8 102.4 107.8 842 105.6
15-19 104.0 104.2 103.9 103.9 108.2 104.1 105.8 131.6 105.0
20-24 103.6 103.8 i03.4 103.4 1033 103.7 1033 91.1 103.4
25-29 102.3 102.4 102.0 101.7 1017 102.4 101.4 933 101.9
30-34 100.2 1008 997 98.7 98.7 101.1 99.1 92.0 99.6
1539 98.3 9.7 975 96.7 95.8 100.0 95.1 1151 97.4
40-44 06.6 08.1 97.0 87.3 927 110.0 88.1 88.0 94.8
45-49 69.4 101.2 929 97.0 99.1 116.0 96.3 78.6 97.5
50-54 G8.2 853 85.9 21.35 99.8 1139 101.3 137.5 935.0
§5.59 95.4 721 on.5 9L7 97.6 122.1 874 100.0 921
60-64 80.9 797 813 98.4 947 101.8 83.2 2000 85.0
65-69 85.6 100.0 B4.1 98.8 88.7 86.3 88.0 100.0 87.6
T0-74 2.8 70.0 82.0 865 947 84.6 803 100.0 836
75 and over 57.2 59.5 78.7 45.7 765 81.5 85.8 250 69.7
All ages 1017 1007 1016 160.5 023 104.7 iol.1 993 1015
TOTAL POPULATION
D-4 165.0 104.8 105.7 106.5 106.2 105.1 106.6 105.2 105.3
59 105.0 104.8 106.4 105.0 106.0 103.9 103.8 105.2 105.3
10-14 105.5 1059 106.3 105.6 106.3 104.8 109.1 103.5 105.8
15-19 105.5 104.6 104.5 105.5 105.0 104.6 108.4 103.4 105.0
20-24 12,9 101.5 102.4 104.3 104.1 101.7 97.8 101.4 102.5
25-29 101.8 995 100.4 101.9 101.4 98.2 104.2 98.7 100.8
30-34 101.0 99.8 99.5 100.0 100.8 97.2 1067 08.4 100.3
35.39 100.5 99.5 100.2 93,7 993 90.5 1061 56.4 100.0
40-44 128 100.4 103.1 101 105.5 103.3 120.8 100.7 102.5
4549 104.7 1032 105.5 101.5 106.2 1027 125.8 104.4 104.7
50-54 104.6 104.0 107.0 101.3 107.1 103.1 140.3 1057 105.0
55-59 101.6 102.0 104.2 100.9 103.6 99.8 134.7 106.2 102.4
60-64 98.1 98.5 100.2 986 101.7 100.0 132.1 102.1 99.1
65-69 90.1 89.2 95.4 90.3 94.5 90.5 120.0 893 91.1
T0-74 80.1 793 84.8 81.1 82.2 80.1 924 Ti5 81.0
75 and over 583 58.8 634 59.5 62.1 62.2 85.1 58.0 59.8
All ages 99.1 98 4 1004 985 1012 984 109.8 10048 99.4

{a) Males per 100 females. (b} Includes Jervis Ray Terilory.

TABLE 9B. ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER AND TOTAL
POPULATION BY SEX, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 30 JUNE 1594: MEDIAN AGES(a}

Sex NS Vie. Qid SA WA Tas, NT ACT Aust.(b)
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION
Males 19.7 20.3 193 20.0 193 18.7 19.8 193 19.6
Females 20.4 21.2 201 209 201 18.9 206 20.2 20.4
Persons 20.1 20.8 19.7 20.4 19.7 18.8 202 19.7 20.0
TOTAL POPULATION
Males 322 31.8 31.3 32.7 31.0 s 275 29.1 317
Females 336 33.2 323 345 320 33.0 263 29.9 330
Persons 329 325 31.8 336 31.5 32.4 269 29.5 324

(a) The age at which half the population is older and half is younger. (b} Includes Jervis Bay Temitory.
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TABLE 9. ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION
AGED 18 YEARS AND OLDER BY SEX, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 30 JUNE 1986 TO 30 JUNE 1991

NSW Vic. Old SA wA Tas. NT ACT Aust.fa)

MALES

As at 30 June—

1086 16,865 3,829 17,200 3,839 59,993 2,260 10,047 364 64,443

1987 17,127 3,878 17,406 3,883 10,159 2,301 10,204 374 65,378

1588 17,415 3,953 17,613 3,942 10375 2,340 10,361 384 66,427

1989 17,660 4040 17,811 3,996 10,579 2372 10,425 339 671318

1990 17973 4,138 18,093 4,069 10,806 2412 10,453 392 68,382

1991 18,280 4212 18,371 4,132 11,004 2,449 10,435 3% 69,324
FEMALES

As ait 30 June—

1986 16,009 3674 16,281 3,672 9,521 2,189 9,507 357 61,335

1987 16,282 3,726 16,475 3,715 9,673 2,219 9,733 360 62216

1088 16,592 3,785 16,692 3,711 9,861 2249 9,834 364 63,182

1989 16,861 3,848 16,911 3,821 10,028 27276 9,878 367 64,024

1990 17,152 3939 17,204 3,891 10,214 2,308 9.905 37 65,020

1991 17,398 4,026 17,486 3,951 10,367 2,325 9,210 385 65,882
PERSONS

As at 30 June—

1986 32874 7503 33,481 7,511 19,514 4,449 19,644 721 125,778

1987 33,405 T.604 33,881 1,598 19,832 4,520 19,937 734 127,594

1988 34,007 T738 34,305 7,713 20,236 4,589 20,195 748 125,600

1989 34521 7,888 34,722 7.817 20607 4,648 20303 756 131,342

1990 35,125 8,077 35,297 7.960 21,020 4,720 20358 765 133,402

1991 35,678 8238 35,837 8,083 21 371 4,774 20,345 781 135,206

{2) Includes Jervis Bay Terrtory.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This new publication contains experimental estimates
of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander {indigenous)
population of Australia based on the 1991 Census of Popu-
tation and Housing and lifc tables of the indigenous
population prepared by Dr Alan Gray of the Auastralian Na-
tional University.

2. 'These estimates of the indigenous population are “ex-
perimental’ in that the standard approach to population
¢stimation is not possible because satisfactory data on
births, deaths and interna! migration arc not gcnerally
available, As a result a method based on the use of life
tables 15 used. The estimates are alse affected by changes
m the propensity of people to identify as being of indige-
nous orgin,

3. Estimates for Jervis Bay Temitory are included in the
total population estimates.

4,  The method of estimation was canvassed with major
users of indigenous population statistics and comments
taken into account in the compilation of these estimales.
The method was also outlined at the 7th National Confer-
ence of the Australian Population Association held in
Canberra in Scptember 1994,

Method of estimation

5. The starting point for these estimates were the census
counts of the indigenous population as at 30 Junc 1986 and
& August 1991. These census counts were based on place
of usual residence. In the census, place of usual residence
refers 10 the address at which a person has lived or intends
to live for a total of 6 months or more in the census year.

6. The adjustment process involved four factors: non re-
sponsc to the Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islander origin
question in the census; misstatement of age; young adult
male undercount; and net census undercount.

7. The first of these adjustments dealt with those persons
for whom basic dctails were available but there was no re-
sponse to the AboriginalfTorres Strait Islander person
origin question on the census form. This non response
may be due to two factors. One is that the respondent (0
the census specifically did not provide a vesponse w the
indigenous origin guestion. The other is where the census
collector considered that a person did reside at a panticular
residence on census night, but was not able to obtain a
compleied census form for that person. In this case, a
’dummy’ census form was created where age, sex and
State of usual residence on census night were impuicd, but
all other characteristics (including Aboriginal/Torres Strait
Islander origin) were deemed "not stated’.

8. It was assumed that some of these non respondents
were actually of indigenous origin. Some non respondents
were therefore allocated to being of indigenous origin ac-
cording to the ratio of the indigenous to the total stated
response population. This was allocation was made sepa-
rately for each scx at the Statistical Local Area level.

8. The second adjustment attempted to correct for emors
in age rcporting. Somc age misstatement in the indigenous
populaton occurred in both the 1986 and 1991 Censuses.
In an attempt to remove the small distorting effects of age
misstatement, a three ferm moving average was applied to
the single year age distributions. This was donc at the sex
and State/Territory Ievel in both the 1986 and 1991 Cen-
suses to bring the age structures more into line with
expectations. This adjustment resulted in a smoother age
distribution for the indigenous population, but did not af-
fect the sex by State/Territory totals.

10. The next adjustment involved correcting for under-
count of the young adult indigenous male population, It is
widely recognised that young adult males are significantly
underenumerated in major statistical collections such as the
census, Some evidence of this aspect was found when sex
ratios between the 1986 and 1991 Censuses for age cohorts
were compared. Scx ratios {thc number ol males per 100
females) for some age groups in the indigenous population
census counts were much lower than expected. Because
overcounting in the census is not likely, it is assumed that
such low scx ratios was the result of male undercount
rather than female overcount. This may reflect two possi-
bilitics - that these males were counted in the census but
were not identified as being of indigenous origin or they
were missed from the censas entirely. Sex ratio analysis
was used to adjust for male undercount in the ages where
the sex ratio was subsiantially lower than cxpected. This
involved adjusting the indigenous male population at these
ages to obtain the expected sex ratios for these ages. The
expected sex ratios were derived from model indigenous
populations constructed from State/Territory specific life
tables compiled by Dr Alan Gray (Gray and Tesfaghiorghis
1993). This adjustment was made for all Swuates/Territories
except the Australian Capital Territory and Jervis Bay Ter-
ritory. Because of the small size of their indigenous
populations, anomalons sex ratios can be expected.

1t. The last stage of the adjustment process involved ad-
justing both indigenous male and female estimates by the
female age-specific undercount rates for cach State/Terri-
tory. These rates were derived from the 1991 Census Post
Enumeration Survey for the total female population. Reli-
ablc cstimates from this survey for the indigenous
populations were not available.

12, Estimates of the indigenous population at 30 June
1986 based on the 1986 Census are shown in Appendix
Table Al. Estimates of the indigenous population at 6 Au-
gust 1991 based on the 1991 Census are shown in
Appendix Table A2,

13. A larger than expected increase in the census counts
of the indigenous population occurred between 1986 and
1991. This was in spite of similar collection procedures
for these two censuses. This increase can not be wholly
accounted for by natural increase (births minus deaths) and
migration alone. It appeared that an overall increased pro-
pensity for people to identify as being of indigenous origin
had occurred between these two censuses.  Accordingly it



was considered that the 1991 Census counts reflects more
accurately the current propensity of persons to identify as
being of indigenous origin. Indigenous population esti-
mates for the intercensal period 30 June 1986 to 30 June
1991 are therefore based on the 1991 Census rather than
the 1986 Census.

14. The indigenous population census counts as at 6 An-
gust 1991 and the adjustments made o these counts, by
sex and State/Territory are shown in Appendix Table B.

15. The standard method of estimating the total popula-
tion, the component method, updates the estimated
population at census date {stock figure) by the use of data
on demographic events (flow data). These demographic
events are births, deaths and migration,

16. As indicated below, satisfactory flow data for the in-
digenous population was generally not available. As a
result, the estimates of the indigenous population back to
30 June 1986 were obtained by surviving the 1991 Census
date estimates (6 August) back, the reverse survival
method, using the Gray life tablcs.

17. Births. The principal sources of births information
for total population estimaics are the births registrations
systems in the various States/Territories. Although births
registraions data for the total population is reliable, births
registrations data for indigenous persons varied in coverage
and internal consistency. Good quality {more than 90 per
cent complete) Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander births
registrations data for the period 1986 to 1991 are only
available for South Australia and the Northern Territory.
Western Australia has good quality births data for this pe-
riod from the Western Australia Midwives’ Notification
System.

18. Estimatcs of fertility of the indigenous population
from 1986 to 1991 from the 1991 Census were published
in Australian Social Trends, 1994 (4102.0). These esti-
mates of fertility are based on the own-child method (Cho
et al. 1986}, although the accuracy is affected by deficien-
cies in the census counts,

19. A more general factor in estimating fertility is that in
considering .only indigenous women and their children, a
significant proportion of indigenous births occur in cases
where the father is of indigenous origin and the mother
non-indigenous.

20. To estimate indigenous births for the inter-censal pe-
riod 1986 o 1991, life table survival techniques were
applied. The indigenous population estimates of persons
aged 5,4, 3,2 and 1 as at 30 June 1991 were survived
back to produce estimates of the number of persons less
than 1 year of age in each inter-censal year 1986 to 1990.

21. Deaths. There is considerable variation in the quality
of data on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander deaths
across the States/Temritories. The quality of these regis-
tered deaths has been evaluated by the ABS using a
procedure developed by Preston and Hill (1980). This
analysis concluded that death registrations of the indige-
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nous popuiation for the period 1986 to 1991 were over 90
per cent complete only for Western Australia and the
Northern Territory.

22, For the current series of estimates, age-specific death
rates for the period 1981 to 1986 {Gray 1990) and 1986 to
1991 (Gray and Tesfaghiorghis 1993) were used as a basis
for obtaining inter-censal deaths for the period 30 June
1986 to 30 June 1991. These estimated levels of age spe-
cific mortality are derived {rom methods of functional
analysis. These methods are as described in Preston and
Hill (1980) and Luther and Retherford (1988).

23. Life tables for the inter-censal periods 1981 to 1986
and 1986 to 1991 were used to derive the estimated num-
ber of deaths of indigenous persons in the financial years
1986-87 to 1990-91. The mid points of the two inter-cen-
sal periods (1983-84 and 1988-89) were established, and
the average annual rates of change of the age specific mor-
tality rates were calculated between these two points,
These rates of change were then applied to the 1988-89
death rates to obtain death rates for the two previous finan-
cial ycars (1987-88 and 1986-87) and the two subsequent
financial years (1989-90 and 1990-91).

24. Migration. The only consistent source of interstate
migration of the indigenous population is from the five-
yearly census. There have been few studies undertaken on
interstate migration of indigenous Australians. Analyses
have been made in Commonwealth Bureau of Census and
Statistics Bulletin 9: The Aboriginal Population, Smith
(1980) and Gray (1989). These latter two studies found
that the volume and the rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander interstate migration has been increasing, although
from a low base and quite slowly,

25. An indication of the volume of intcrstate migration of
the indigenous population is shown in Appendix Table C.
This table shows the level of interstate migration of the
indigenous population from 1986 to 1991 as recorded by
the 1991 Census. From this table it is clear that the vol-
ume of interstate migration in the indigenous population is
small. 11,423 indigenous people, or 53 per 1000 changed
their State/Territory of usual residence in the five years up
to 1991, The comesponding figure for the total Australian
population is 54 per 1000.

26. Analysis of these interstate migration flows shows
that net migratory movements are extremely small, with
gross inflows being almost entirely cancelled out by flows
in the opposite direction. Thus while the volume of inter-
state movermnent of the indigenous population is similar to
that of the total Australian population, the cancelling out
clfect is more marked for the indigenous population.

27. Although the Australian Capital Territory has a rela-
tively significant net migration level of indigenous
population, this absolute level is small and is subject to
relatively large fluctuation.

28. There were few indigenous people who usually lived
in a country other than Australia in 1986 and usually lived
in Australia in 1991. According 10 the 1991 Census the



in-migration rate of the indigenous population for the pe-
riod 1986 to 1991 was 0.1 per 1,000.

29, Tt was concluded that migraton was not a significant
factor in influencing the sizc of the indigenous population.
Net interstate migration levels for this five year period
were generally very small, and would be much smaller on
a one-yearly basis. Overscas migration is even less signifi-
cant. For these reasons, all net interstate and overseas
migration flows for the indigenous population for the pe-
riod 1986 to 1991 were assumed to be zero in these
estimates.

Definitions

30. Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander person. The
1991 Census form asked the following question of each
person:

13. Is the person of Aboriginal or O Ne
Torres Strait Islander origin? [0 Yes,
. For persons of mixed origin, indicate Aboriginal
the one 0 which they consider =~ [  Yes, Torres

themselves to belong, Strait Islander

The same question appeared as guestion 9 in the 1986
Census.

The census measutes the first two aspects of the definition
adopted by the Commonwealth Government in 1978 of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander origin.

An Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander is:

. a person of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander descent
. who identifies as an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander and

. i5 accepted as such by the community in which he or she lives.

For the 1991 Census, some assistance was available in a
*General Inquiry Guide’ and through the Census Hotline
which provided the following explanations:

- For census purposes, "Aboriginal’ does not refer to
everyone bom in Australia or to the Aborigines of any
other country.

- Mark *Yes, Aboriginal’ if you are of Australian
Aboriginal descent or mixed descent and identifly yourself
as Aboriginal. :

- 'Torres Strait Islander’ means people who originally
come from the Torres Strait Islands located between the
Ausiralian mainland and Papua New Guinea. Mark ’Yes,
Torres Strait Islander’ if you are of Torres Strait Islander
descent or mixed descent and identify yourself as a Torres
Strait Istander.

31. Sex ratio. Male population per 100 female popula-
tion.

32. Median age. The age at which half the population is
older and half as younger.
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Reliability

33. Some people who identified as an Aboriginal or Tor-
res Strait Islander person may not be accepted as such by
the community with which they associate. To this extent,
the census may overcount the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander population, according to the Commonwealth Gov-
emment definition.

34. Another potential source of anomaly relates to the
possible changes in the propensity of an individual to iden-
tify as being of indigenous origin, which could vary over
time and between States/Territories.

35. The Post Enumeration Survey (PES) provides some
information regarding the changing propensity of people 1o
identify as being of indigenous/non-indigenous origin. The
PES is a survcy conducted three weeks after the census
asking selected questions including one on the Aborigi-
nal/Torres Strait Islander origin. The following table
shows that a significant number of people changed their
response between the 1991 Census and the 1991 PES. This
table includes only those persons who stated in the PES
that their birthplace was Australia.

Census response

PES Non- Torres Strait

Response indigenous Aboriginal  Islander Total
Non-indigenous 63 838 134 58 64,080
Aboriginal 157 809 15 981
Torres Strait Islander 17 4 16 97
Total 64,062 947 149 65,158

Overall, there was reduction in indigenous people of 1.7
per cent in the PES compared to Census. This contrasts
with results from the 1986 PES, where the number of
people who identified as being of indigenous origin was
10.6 per cent higher in the PES than in the 1986 Census.

36. There is an uncxpected high number of persons who
stated that they were of Torres Strait Islander origin on the
1991 Census form in States such as Tasmania and Victoria.
It appears some degree of mis-identification, as reported in
Census 86: Data Quality - Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Counts (2602.0), may be continuing.

37. Sex ratios for the estimates of the indigenous popula-
tion in the Australian Capital Territory and Jervis Bay
Territory are based on a much smaller population base and
accordingly are subject to high variability.

38. All estimatecs of age distributions are shown in units
without being rounded. However, accuracy down to the
last unit is not claimed and should not be assumed,

Revisions

39. These estimates are subject to revision when final re-
sults of the 1996 Census become available.

Related publications and references
40. ABS publications:



Statistics on the Indigenous Peoples of Australia. ABS
Year Book, Australia, 1994 (1300.0}

Census 86: Aboriginals and Torres Strait islanders:
Australia, States and Territories (2499.0)

Census 86: Data Quality - Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Counts (2602.0)

1991 Census: Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Population (2740.0)

1991 Census: Aborigines in South Australia (2841.4)
1991 Census: Dictionary (2901.0)

1991 Census: Directory of Classificarions (2904.0)
1991 Census: Data Quality Undercount (2940.0}

Australian Demographic Statistics (3101.0)—issued
quarterly

Estimated Resident Population by Sex and Age: States and
Territories of Australia (3201.0)

Australian Social Trends (4102.0)

1991 Census: Western Australia’s Aboriginal People
(4107.5)

Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics Bulletin 9.
The Ahboriginal Population. Commonwealth Bureau of
Census and Statistics . 1973

41, Current publications produced by the ABS are listed
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays,
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to
be released in the next few days. The Cataloguc and Pub-
lications Advice are available from any ABS office.

42. Other publications:
Cho, L.J.,, R.D. Retherford and M.K. Cho. 1986. The

Own-children Method of Fertility Estimation. Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press.
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Gray, A. 1989. Aboriginal migration to the cities.
Journal of the Auswralian Population Association 6(2):
122-44,

Gray, A. 1990. National Estimates of Aboriginal
Mortality. Pp. 147-58 in A. Gray (ed.), A Matter of Life
and Death: Contemporary Aboriginal Mortality.
Canberra: Aboriginal Studics Press.

Gray, A. and H. Tesfaghiorghis. 1993. Aboriginal
Population Prospects. Journal of the Australian
Population Association 10(2): 81-99.

Luther, N.Y. and R.D. Retherford. 1988. Consisient
correction of census and vital registration data.
Mathematical Population Studies 1(1): 1-20.

Preston, S.H. and K.J. Hill,
completeness of death registration,
34(2): 349-366.

1980. Estimating the
Population Studies

Smith, LR, 1980. Necw black or black ncw town: the
urbanization of Aborigines, in LH. Bumely, R.J. Pryor and
D.T. Rowland (eds), Mobility and Community Change in
Australia. St Lucia: University of Queensland Press,

Additional statistics available

43. Estimates by five year age group, sex and State/Ter-
ritory are available from 30 June 1986 to 30 June 1991 at
half-yearly intervals on floppy disk, at a total charge of
$100. '

44, A population consultancy scrvice to undertake indige-
nous population estimates for smaller areas than
State/Territory and post-1991 projections of the indigenous
population under client specified assumptions is available.
For further information or a quote, contact ABS Demogra-
phy Section, Canberra, on (06) 252 7083.

Symbols and other usages
not applicable.
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APPENDIX

TABLE Al. ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION
BY SEX AND AGE, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 30 JUNE 1986(x)

Age

(years) NSW Vic. old SA WA Tas. NT ACT  Aust(b)
MALES
0-4 4,434 932 4,398 1,103 2,759 479 2,645 79 16,838
59 3,763 770 4,162 %00 2,494 470 2,541 55 15,167
10-14 4,139 842 4,453 972 2,578 512 2,471 74 16,058
15-19 4,113 866 4,239 945 2,535 463 2,488 54 15,711
20-24 3,427 798 3,413 862 2216 339 2,182 e 13320
25-29 2747 662 2,761 731 1728 306 1,796 56 10,798
30-34 2,089 498 2,204 526 1,292 251 1,295 49 8210
3539 1,760 411 1,703 394 992 202 1,039 35 6,541
40-44 1266 291 1,288 283 746 163 724 15 4779
45-49 1,001 178 979 215 588 97 647 18 3,728
50-54 733 118 805 186 495 68 444 7 2,858
55-59 543 94 647 134 431 70 382 3 2,304
60-64 359 89 508 85 289 44 279 3 1,659
65-69 235 61 376 59 284 18 229 s 1,269
70-74 142 31 248 43 147 18 132 0 764
75 and over 152 a2 229 59 256 12 118 0 868
All ages 30,903 6683 32413 7497 19,830 3512 19418 530 120872
FEMALES
0-4 4177 858 4241 1,052 2713 466 2,589 76 16,177
59 3,655 758 3,832 860 2383 444 2,386 75 14,403
10-14 4,030 790 4,199 931 2,407 483 2279 59 15,188
15-19 3923 828 4,057 911 2,448 445 2,402 63 15,091
20-24 3,308 770 3,297 835 2,145 328 2,112 73 12,874
25-29 2,683 645 2,705 7 1,696 299 1,766 48 10,565
30-34 2,082 495 2,207 527 1,298 249 1,306 50 8219
35.39 1,798 416 1,750 408 1,001 205 1,076 34 6,694
40-44 1339 303 1,377 288 793 121 780 25 5032
45-49 1,038 192 1,082 251 640 99 662 13 1978
50-54 ™m 149 869 201 531 61 525 12 3,120
55.59 516 144 720 141 430 52 473 2 2,531
60-64 420 93 543 121 335 T 393 6 1,952
65-69 259 63 419 106 260 0 245 2 1,386
70-74 215 41 253 59 187 19 128 2 910
75 and over 266 79 296 81 236 18 184 0 1,160
All ages 30,580 6,630 31,847 7489 19503 31358 19256 539 119280
PERSONS
04 8,611 1,70 8,639 2,155 5472 945 5234 154 33,015
59 7418 1,528 7,994 1760 43877 914 4927 130 29,570
10-14 8,169 1,632 8,652 1,903 4,985 995 4756 133 31,246
15-19 8,036 1,694 8,296 1,856 4,983 908 4,390 117 30,802
20-24 6,735 1,568 6,710 1,697 4361 667 4,294 151 26,194
25-29 5,430 1,307 5,466 1,448 3,424 605 3,562 103 21,363
30-34 4171 993 4411 1,053 2,590 500 2,601 9 16,429
35-39 3,558 827 3,453 802 1,993 407 2,115 ') 13235
40-44 2,605 594 2,665 571 1,539 284 1,504 40 9,811
45-49 2,039 370 2,061 466 1228 196 1,309 n 7,706
50-54 1,504 267 1.674 187 1,026 129 969 19 5978
55-59 1,159 238 1,367 275 861 122 805 5 4,335
60-64 7 182 1,051 206 624 83 672 9 3611
65-69 494 124 195 165 544 48 474 7 2,655
70-74 357 78 501 102 334 37 260 2 1674
75 and over 418 121 525 140 492 30 302 0 2,028
Al ages 61,483 13,313 64260 1498 35333 6870 38,674 1,060 240,152

{») Based on 1986 Census counts mather than 1991 Cenzus counts.  (b) Includes Jervis Bay Tervitory.
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TABLE A2. ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION

BY SEX AND AGE, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 6 AUGUST 1991

e
g,‘im} NSW Vic. old SA wa Tas. NT ACT  Awstfa)
MALLS
0-4 5,720 1,384 5517 1272 3,531 F03 3,053 119 21,315
5-9 4,992 1,120 4916 1,192 2978 648 2,946 113 18914
10-14 4276 941 4,542 946 2,580 630 2,541 85 16,558
15-19 4,201 083 4310 923 2,443 586 2,440 100 16,000
20-24 4,036 961 4,068 947 2,391 481 2,525 82 15,501
25-29 3,493 841 3,329 823 2,067 381 2,040 84 13,065
3034 2,866 722 2,663 705 1,577 379 1,635 69 10,628
35-39 2254 575 2,219 505 1,268 280 1,254 61 8,423
40-44 1,804 469 1,672 358 898 242 881 44 6,371
45-40 1,311 325 1,160 202 671 167 701 22 4 661
50-54 1,012 198 851 226 538 115 570 11 3527
55-59 743 128 721 153 445 94 430 5 2.
60-64 492 126 536 129 356 58 309 4 2,010
65-69 328 99 g7 85 228 44 211 3 1,385
70-74 203 49 233 65 162 22 120 1 856
75 and over 183 71 251 43 211 22 132 1 915
Alf ages 37914 8,992 37,384 8,664 22,345 4,852 21,788 B0% 142,850
FEMALES
04 5479 1,313 5,350 1,213 3217 631 2,853 118 20,183
5-9 4,668 1,071 4,680 1,139 2,869 628 2,926 108 18,097
10-14 4,081 912 4,191 o6s 2,507 615 2,357 101 15,681
15-19 4,041 943 4,149 888 2,259 563 2,303 T6 15,230
20-24 3,897 926 3,934 17 2,315 464 2,444 90 14,994
25-29 3,415 821 3,263 809 2,032 372 2,011 %0 12,820
30-34 2,861 75 2,672 713 1,597 375 1,650 75 10,666
35-39 2,263 577 2273 522 1,324 281 1315 53 8,643
40-44 1,869 478 1,726 412 969 221 1,001 50 6,731
45-49 1,321 32t 1,259 301 680 145 731 28 4,791
50-54 1,031 232 989 247 539 101 560 8 3,708
55-59 778 179 798 169 457 77 491 5 2,856
60-64 610 159 660 130 378 55 3713 2 2,367
65-65 382 99 459 85 257 51 24 3 1,578
70-74 245 70 285 74 171 26 149 1 1,023
75 and over 319 i21 ¢ 04 275 27 154 4 1313
All ages 3729 8,937 37,007 8,618 21,846 4632 21,558 812 140,781
PERSONS
0-4 11,19 2,697 10,867 2,485 6,748 1334 5,906 237 4] 498
5-9 9,660 2,191 9,596 233 5,847 1,276 5872 221 37,011
10-14 8,357 1,853 8,733 1,851 5,087 1,245 4,898 186 32,239
15-19 8242 1,926 8459 1811 4,703 1,14% 4,743 176 31,230
20-24 7933 1,887 8,002 1,864 4,706 945 4,969 172 30,495
25-29 6,908 1,662 6,592 1,632 4,099 753 4051 174 25 885
30-34 5,727 1,437 5,335 1,418 3,174 754 3285 144 21,294
35-39 4,547 1,152 4,492 1,027 2,592 561 2,569 il4 17,066
40-44 3673 947 3,398 770 1,867 463 1,882 o4 13,102
45-49 2,632 646 2,428 593 1,351 312 1,432 50 9,452
50-54 2,043 430 1,840 473 1,077 216 1,130 19 7235
55-59 1,521 307 1,519 322 902 1m 921 10 5677
60-64 1,102 285 1,196 259 734 113 682 6 4377
65-69 710 198 846 170 485 95 452 6 2,963
70-74 448 119 518 139 333 48 269 2 1,879
75 and over 502 192 570 137 486 49 286 5 2228
Al ages 75204 17,929 74391 17282 44191 9,484 43347 1616 283,631

(a} Includes Jervis Bay Territory.
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TABLE B. COMPONENTS OF THE ESTIMATED RESIDENT ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION

STATES AND TERRITORIES, 6 AUGUST 1991(a)

NSW Vie. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust.(b)
MALES
Census count, usual residence 34,627 8,225 34,742 7919 20,888 4,496 19,606 784 131,.3%0
Adjustment for:
not stated and age misreporting 1,201 288 1,119 200 611 149 779 17 4,368
young aduit male wndercount 1,405 337 926 455 451 148 730 0 4,452
census undercount 681 142 597 90 395 59 673 3 2,640
Total adjustment 3,287 67 2642 745 1,457 356 2,182 20 11,460
Estimated resident Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Tslander population 37,914 8,992 37,384 8,664 22345 4,852 21,788 804 142 850
FEMALES
Census count, usnal residence 35,366 8,476 35,330 8,308 20,956 4416 20,251 799 133,981
Adjustment for:
not stated and age misreporting 1,259 320 1,090 222 507 160 644 10 4213
young adult male undercount .. - .. - ‘- .. . . o
census undercount 665 141 587 88 383 56 664 3 2,587
Total adjustment 1,924 461 1,677 310 890 216 1,308 13 6,800
Estimated resident Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander population 37,290 8,937 37,007 8,618 21,846 4,632 21,559 812 140,781
PERSONS
Census count, wsual residence 69,993 16,701 70,072 16,227 41,844 8,912 39,857 1,583 265,371
Adjastment for:
not siated and age misreporting 2,460 608 2209 422 1,118 309 1,423 X! 8,581
young adult male undercount 1,405 337 926 455 451 148 730 0 4,452
census undercount 1,346 283 1,184 178 778 115 1,337 6 5227
Total adjustment 5211 1,228 4319 1,055 2347 572 3,490 33 18,260
Estimated resident Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Isfander population 75204 17,929 74391 17,282 44,191 ©,484 43,347 1,616 283,631
{a) On a usual residence bagis. (b} Includes Jervis Bay Terrtory.
TABLE C.INTERSTATE MIGRATION OF THE ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER POPULATION(2)
BY STATES AND TERRITORIES OF ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE, 30 JUNE 1986 TO 6 AUGUST 1991
SiatefTerritory of departure
StatefTerritory Total
of arrival NSW Vie, oid 5A WA Tas. NT ACT  arrivals(b)
NSW .. 445 1,065 145 151 68 133 182 2,196
Vic. 538 - 336 120 99 140 108 35 1376
Qid 1,535 344 .. 176 228 111 530 85 3,009
SA 222 146 213 .. 210 25 343 18 1,177
WA 230 121 227 170 . 37 399 14 1,198
Tas. 89 140 85 22 36 .. 12 3 387
NT 132 80 512 291 384 15 ‘e 11 1,485
ACT 327 31 119 8 23 9 48 569
Total departures(h) 3,103 1,307 2,617 912 1,131 405 1,573 348 11,423

{a) Excludes pemons under 5 years in 19%1 and persons who did not state their State/Territory of usnal residence, ar who were overseas, in 1986,

(b} Includes Jervis Bay Territory.
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For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’'s
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available at all ABS Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service

Information tailored o special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information
Consultancy Service available at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for
contact details}.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

Staadycom FiL premium ratg 2521 4 secs;

This number gives 24-haur access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services

A large range of data is available via on-line services, diskette. magnetic tape, tape
cartridge and CD ROM. For more details about our electronic data services. contact
any ABS Office (see below).

Bookshops and Subscriptions

There are over 400 tities of various pubiications available from ABS bookshops in all
ABS Offices (see below Bookshop Sales for contact details). The ABS also provides
a subscription service through which nominated publications are provided by mail on
a regular basis at no additional cost {telephone Publications Subscription Service toil
free on 008 02 0608 Australia wide).

Sales and Inquiries

Regional Offices Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7000 615 7829
BRISBANE (07) 222 6351 222 6350
PERTH (09) 360 5140 360 5307
ADELAIDE {08) 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART (002) 20 5800 20 5800
CANBERRA (06} 207 0326 207 0326
DARWIN (089) 43 2111 43 2111
National Office ,
ACT (06} 252 6007 008 020 608
ABS Email Addresses

Keylink STAT.INFO/ABS

X.400 {C:AU,A: TELMEMO.O:ABS SN:INFO,FN:STAT)

Internet STAT.INFO@ABS. TELEMEMO AU
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Information Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 26186
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